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manure " working " and killing the flies', eggs would pro-
bably appeal to him, and the farmer could not object that
tlle fertilizing value of the manure was diminished.

THE WASTE OF ABILITY.
PROFESSOR RUTHERFORD paid a striking tribute in Nature
last week to Henry Gwyn Jefferys Moseley, who was
killed in the Dardanelles on August 10th. He was the son
of the late H. N. Moseley, Professor of Zoology at Oxford,
and during the last four years of his life had done work of
fundamental importance in the study of radiation and of
the structure of the atom; he made the discovery, of great
and far-reaching importance, both on the technical and
experimental side, that the properties of the element are
defined by its atomic number. Sir Ernest Rutherford
concludes his tribute with the following sentence, which
will find an echo in many minds: " It is a national tragedy
that our military organization at the start was so inelastic
as to be unable, with few exceptions, to utilize the offers
of services of our scientific men except as combatants in
the firing line. Our regret for the untimely end of
Moseley is all the more poignant that we cannot but
recognize tllat his services would have been far more
useful to his country in one of the numerous fields of
scientific inquiry rendered necessary by the war tllan. by
exposure to the chances of a Turkish bullet."

a

MR. H. G. PLIMMER, M.R.C.S., F.R.S., Patlhologist to the
Zoological Society, has been appointed Professor of
Comparative Pathology in the Royal College of Science.

THE arrangements for the exhibition of various forms of
apparatus which have been found most useful in the treat-
ment of fractures met with in the wvar, whiicl is to be lheld
at the house- of the Royal Society of Medicine, 1, Wimpole
Street, W., from October 8th to 11th, are proceeding
satisfactorily. Tlley are under the m-anagement of a
committee consisting of Mr. Charles H. Fagge, M.S.,
Lieuitenant-Colonel F. F. Burglhard, M.S., Major Robert
Jones, F.R.C.S., and Mr. J. Y. WV. MacAlister, who is also
acting as Honorary Secretary for tlle committee. Exhibits
are only accepted througli the consulting surgeons of
district commands, and those desiring to send in any
apparatus should first submit it to the consulting surgeons
of the command, who, if they consider them of sufficient
importance, will recommend them to the committee.

ofttbebral 4Jotets I' ) arl'iaetttttt.
Compulsory National Service.-On the reassembling of

Parliament, on September 14th, the greater part of the time
of a session which only occupied about an hour and a half
was taken up by an inconclusive discussion on compulsory
national service, raised on the motion for the adjournment.
In reply to a suggestion that the House should meet in
secret session, in order that facts with regard to the con-
duct of the war which it was not expedient to make public
to the country at large should be known to members of
the House, the Prime Minister said that he had received
no indication of anv general desire for such a session, and
expressed the opinion that, under the conditions in which
parliamentary life in these days is conducted, it was
certain that imperfect, incomplete, inaccurate, and dis-
torted accounts of what lhad taken place would be given,
and that no commensurate object in compensation for that
great evil would be gained. With regard to the -principle
of compulsory service, he said that wlhen the Government,
without undue delay, but with as much deliberation as the
gravity of the subject demanded, had arrived at its con-
clusions, they would be presented to the House and would
become the subject of parliamentary discussion. On the
second day of the session, after the Prime Minister had
made his statement on war expenditure, which, he said,
now amounted to rather over three and a half millions

sterling a day net, discussion turned mainly on compulsory
service, except when Mr. Balfour was giving an account of
aerial defence. Mr. Asquith said that, adding to those
serving in the navy and army or called up to serve at the
outbreak of war, the numbers who had since enlisted, " an
aggregate of not far short of three millions of men, first
and last," had offered themselves to the country. Recruit-
ing during the thirteen months had kept at a fairly steady
figure, but there had been signs of falling off during the
last few weeks. Though the total casualties already
amounted to over 380,000, the rate of recovery from
wounds was happily such that the net wastage was
very considerably less. The response of the country
in respect both to recruits and munition workers had
vastly exceeded any standard dreamed of before the
war, but the war, as it proceeded, constantly raised the
standard, making new requirements, and demanding new
sacrifices in men, in munitions, and in finance. Mr.
Amery alleged tllat drafts recently sent to the front
included a large proportion of ineffectives unable to march,
or to see well enough to shoot; and Sir R. Cooper said that
within the last six weeks one battalion alone had recruited
ten men previously discharged as permanently unfit for
service. Mr. Amery, in view of the failure to break
through in the West and the check in the Dardanelles,
urged that the time had come to devise means for finding
more fit men, and that it was the duty of the Government
to make up. its mind about national ser vice. Sir L.
Chiozza Money maintained that Germany was stronger
now than when the war began nearly fourteen months
ago, and urged that the opposition to compulsory
service was due largely to prejudice. Mr. S. Walslh, a
Labour member, while maintaining that if the voluntary
system. was abandoned the House must be completely
satisfied that the existing situation rendered that course
necessary, added that if it were shown that colmlpulsion
was necessary for the preservation of the State, con-
scription must be accepted. Under the voluntary
system nearly a quarter of a million men a month
had been enlisted, and the evidence that com-
pulsion was necessary must be unassailable. In the
House of Lords, on the same day, Lord Kitchener said
that as the new armies became trained and ready to
take the field, considerable reinforcements had been sent
out, and Sir John French had reported that the units
were well officered and commanded, and had efficient
equipmuent in good order. Other armies would quickly
follow for service abroad. There had recently been a
fallilng off in the numbers coming forward to enlist, and
this had accentuated the anxiety felt with regard to the
provision of men tb keep the armies up to their strength
during 1916. The returns under the Registration Act
would afford a basis for calculating the numbers that
would be available for the army after providing for thie
necessary servic6s of the country as well as for munition
works. The decision, wlhich would, he hoped, soon be
reached, as to how an adequate supply of men was to be
maintained, would be founded on the military require-
ments for the prosecution of the war and the protection
of our shores.

Total Army Casualties.-In reply to Mr. Hogge,. who
asked for the total number of casualties for the first com-
plete year of the war, and whether means had been taken
to announce further casualties at regular intervals, Mr.
Tennant said: The practice which has been indicated as
desirable in regard to statements of total casualties has
been to give them from time to time when the exigencies
of the military situation permit, and not at regular inter-
vals. There are still objections to making periodical
announcements of the aggregate casualties; and my noble
friend considere it desirable that discretion should bo
reserved to the Government as to when such statements
may be made. Subject to the al)ove remark, I may infornm
the House that the total casualties for the first year of
the war-that is, up to August 21st-are as follows:

Officers. Other Ranse
Killed; died of wounds, etc. ... 4,965 70,992
Wounded ... ..-. ... 9,973 ..241,086
Missing .... ... ... 1,501 . .53,466

16,439- 365,544

Total .>. ... 3811983


